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Present claims 13-18 relate to an extremely large number of possible 
compounds/products, namely to any activator/ agonist, 
inhibitor/antagonist or binding partner of a futrin. These compounds are 
defined merely by being obtainable via the methods of claims wZot the 
present application. However, neither the claims nor the description ot 
the present application disclose any structural features of these 
compounds. Thus, claims 13-18 are considered to lack clarity within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 
5 PCT to an extent that a meaningful search over the whole or even over 
a part of the claimed scope is impossible. 

Consequently, no search has been carried out for claims 13-18. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be earned 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome . 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-20 (partially) 

Diagnostic compositions involving / diagnostic uses of 
futrin 1 nucleic acid molecules, peptides or ligands; method 
of diagnosing a disease associated with aberrant expression 
or activity of futrin 1; method of identifying and obtaining 
a drug candidate for therapy of such a disease; method for 
identifying binding partners to / (ant) agonists of futrin 1; 
use of a futrin 1 activity-encoding nucleotide molecule, a 
futrin 1-polypeptide, an activator/agonist of a futrin 1 
polypeptide or binding partner thereof for the preparation 
of a pharmaceutical composition for activating or inhibiting 
the Wnt signal cascade. 



2. claims: 1-20 (partially) 

Diagnostic compositions involving / diagnostic uses of 
futrin 2 nucleic acid molecules, peptides or ligands; method 
of diagnosing a disease associated with aberrant expression 
or activity of futrin 2; method of identifying and obtaining 
a drug candidate for therapy of such a disease; method for 
identifying binding partners to / (ant) agonists of futrin 2; 
use of a futrin 2 activity-encoding nucleotide molecule, a 
futrin 2-polypeptide, an activator/agonist of a futrin 2 
polypeptide or binding partner thereof for the preparation 
of a pharmaceutical composition for activating or inhibiting 
the Wnt signal cascade. 



3. claims: 1-20 (partially) 

Diagnostic compositions involving / diagnostic uses of 
futrin 3 nucleic acid molecules, peptides or ligands; method 
of diagnosing a disease associated with aberrant expression 
or activity of futrin 3; method of identifying and obtaining 
a drug candidate for therapy of such a disease; method for 
identifying binding partners to / (ant) agonists of futrin 3; 
use of a futrin 3 activity- encoding nucleotide molecule, a 
futrin 3-polypeptide, an activator/agonist of a futrin 3 
polypeptide or binding partner thereof for the preparation 
of a pharmaceutical composition for activating or inhibiting 
the Wnt signal cascade. 



4. claims: 1-20 (partially) 
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Diagnostic compositions involving / diagnostic uses of 
futrin 4 nucleic acid molecules, peptides or ligands; method 
of diagnosing a disease associated with aberrant expression 
or activity of futrin 4; method of identifying and obtaining 
a drug candidate for therapy of such a disease; method for 
identifying binding partners to / (ant) agonists of futrin 4; 
use of a futrin 4 activity-encoding nucleotide molecule, a 
futrin 4-polypeptide, an activator/agonist of a futrin 4 
polypeptide or binding partner thereof for the preparation 
of a pharmaceutical composition for activating or inhibiting 
the Wnt signal cascade. 
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